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Challenges
• Global socio-political environment 

• Local socio-political environment 

• Climate Change 

• Increased regulation of agro-food system

– Food safety, health, etc.

• Consumer trends and their involvement

• Natural Resources and the sustainable use thereof:

– Water 

– Land 

– Energy 

• Employment 
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The UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) estimates that farmers will have 

to produce 70% more food by 2050 to meet the needs of the world's expected 9-

billion-strong population. With less natural resources, land, water, etc.



RSA 

• *Lack of GDP growth and Competitiveness decline 
(WEF)

• Massive unemployment (~27%), especially amongst 
the Youth (>50%)

• Political uncertainty 
– Centre of demands: 
– Land & water reform 
– Mining 
– Finance 

• Safety and Security 
– Crime  (eg. stock theft)
– Corruption 
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Policy and regulatory uncertainty issues

Climate change mitigation framework
• Carbon Tax Bill
• Climate Change Bill 
Water rights: 
• Regulations to the National Water Act 

prescribing the procedure to apply for a 
water licence

• Water and Sanitation Master Plan and water 
sector transformation

Land reform: 
• Expropriation without Compensation
• Regulation of Agricultural Landholdings Bill
• Draft Property Valuation Regulations 

(Property Valuation Act)
• Communal Land Tenure Bill
• Communal Property Association Amendment 

Bill
• Preservation & Development of Agricultural 

Land Framework Bill  
• PLAS
• State land lease & disposal policy
• Agriparks
• Land Audit  (e-cadastre)

Environmental legislation
• EIA regulations to the NEMA
• Listing of certain aquaculture and wildlife 

ranching species in draft NEMBA AIS 
Regulations

• Definition of prescribed ‘control methods’ in 
the draft NEMLA

Agricultural, agribusiness sustainability
• Biosecurity (Plant & Animal Health) 
• Trade environment  

Aquaculture Bill
• Tariff policy, and  specifically tariff regime 

(sugar)
• Renewal of Crop Estimate Consortium Contract 

(Administrative issue)
• Levying of testing fees under the Agricultural 

Products Standards Act (APSA)
• SME participation
• Actions to unblock rural & urban infrastructure 

constraints, including financing
• Skills and 4th Industrial Revolution
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Plans and more plans

• National Development Plan

• New Growth Path (Not Agriculture specific)-
Integrated Growth 

• Development Plan (IGDP) of DAFF

• Agricultural 

• Policy Action Plan (APAP) of DAFF

• Operation Phakisa (Agriculture, Land Reform and 
Rural Development)

• DAFF Strategic Plan 2015/16 –2019/20
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Agri / Farmer support 

Smallholder and developing farmer support leading to 
commercialization

Access to: 
• Finance
• markets 
• technology & training
• infrastructure  
• resources 
• tenure security – models that can attract finance

• Develop partnerships with private sector
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Rural Development Initiatives

Solution orientated initiatives 

– Land 

– Infrastructure 

– Training 

– Mentorship 

– Economic growth

– Rural Development 

– Social integration 

– Etc.

Harry Gwala Agri 

Underberg FA 

Future Farmers

Uthukela initiative

http://www.kwanalu.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Justin-Skyes-Kwanalu-Transformation-2.jpg


Factors to consider
• Conducive and enabling investment environment  (Sound policy) 

• Inclusive economic growth and production development

• Competitive market-driven system

• Demand led market access 

• Commercial and development finance

• Producer support systems

– Research and Technology 

• Human resource capacity development (Govt services)

• Labour and employment 

• Infrastructure  (rail)

• Sustainable 

– use of natural resources &  biodiversity and ecosystems;

– Land Reform and tenutre security

– Sustainable Water Reform

• Rural safety

• Public private partnerships
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Thank you
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